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greatly weakened the power of the National Guard in Paris,
and from that time his friends in the Assembly felt that in
defending the general they were defending a man who had
politically destroyed himself. The question as to what right
he had to leave his camp had been referred, on the motion of
Guadet, to the committee which was charged to watch over
the public safety. This committee had been increased from
twelve to eighteen, and finally to twenty-one members, and
distinctly foreshadowed the Committee of Public Safety. The
majority of the committee, like the majority of the Assembly,
was really Feuillant in sentiment; but those members who
were perfectly willing to vote with the Feuillants when the
voting was secret,1 were generally induced by fear not to
openly oppose the measures of the Jacobins. The report was
brought up on July 19 by a Feuillant, Muraire, who was after-
wards President of the Court of Appeal under the empire, and
completely absolved Lafayette, on the ground that there was
no law in the Constitution forbidding a general to leave his
camp, and that therefore Lafayette had broken no law. But
the left of the Assembly were not likely to be satisfied with
this excuse, and on July 21 the general was again attacked by
Lasource and Torn4 the constitutional bishop of Bourges, and
he was afterwards publicly denounced by Guadet, who declared
that he had heard Liickner say that Lafayette had wished him
to move his troops upon Paris. To this accusation Bureaux
de Pusy, the ex-Constituant, and now an aide-de-camp of
Lafayette, replied on July 28, and the general on the 30th
sent a letter to the Assembly utterly denying the charge. The
feeling on the part both of Girondins and Jacobins, which
made them attack Lafayette so unsparingly, was that they
thought he had sufficient reputation to unite the bourgeois in
opposition to the progress of the Eevolution; and that they
were right in their opinion is shown by the fact that on
August 8, after Debry had declared there were grounds for
accusing Lafayette, the Assembly refused to condemn him by
406 votes to 224, showing a majority of neai'ly two to one in
1 MatMeu Dumas' Souvenirs, vol. ii. p. 390.